
  

  
  

THE BANFF WORLD MEDIA FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES INAUGURAL PARTICIPANTS OF 
BANFF SPARK ACCELERATOR FOR WOMEN IN THE BUSINESS OF MEDIA 

 
50 Canadian women entrepreneurs to participate in a program designed to address the core 

components of business building 
 

43% of selected candidates self-identified as being from diverse communities 
  

TORONTO, January 8, 2020 – The Banff World Media Festival (BANFF), supported by the 
Government of Canada’s Women Entrepreneurship Strategy, is pleased to announce the 
inaugural participants of the BANFF Spark Accelerator for Women in the Business of Media.  
 
The first cohort of BANFF Spark will provide up to 50 selected candidates from Ontario, 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia with a business planning curriculum, 
facilitated networking opportunities, mentorship, and access to potential strategic business 
partners through regional workshops in Toronto, Calgary and Vancouver, as well as a tailored 
stream of programming and exclusive access to top international media industry players at the 
2020 Banff World Media Festival.  
 
With a strong mandate to champion diversity at its core, the program will support up to 200 
women entrepreneurs over four cohorts, aiming to advance gender equality across the media 
sector, bolstering the economic success of all women, including women of colour, Indigenous 
women, women with disabilities, LGBTQ2+ women, and non-binary individuals. 
  
“We are delighted to welcome these talented entrepreneurs to form the inaugural BANFF Spark 
cohort,” said Jenn Kuzmyk, Executive Director of the Banff World Media Festival. “This program 
is designed to offer resources and opportunities that will help close the systemic gender 
representation gap that exists in business ownership roles in our industry. With participants 
helming both new and existing companies across many key industry sectors, these 
entrepreneurs represent the future of the Canadian media business.” 
 



The 50 entrepreneurs selected to take part in Cohort 1 of the BANFF Spark Accelerator for 
Women in the Business of Media are: 
 

● Alexandra Bailey ● Jennifer Beasley ● Jessie Behan 

● Lauren Bercovitch ● Sara Blake ● Rebecca Campbell 

● Lauren Corber ● Flordeliza Dayrit ● Trish Dolman 

● Melissa Dotto ● Leigh Doyle ● Meghan Duffy 

● Alison Duke ● JoAnne Fishburn ● Amy Fox 

● Trinni Franke ● Synnove Godeseth ● Tanya Gough 

● Kat Kelly Hayduk ● Joanne Henry ● Jennifer Holness 

● Monique Hurteau ● Winnifred Jong ● Maria Kennedy 

● Carina Kom ● Lena Lees-Heidt ● Lori Lozinski 

● Sharlene Millang ● Leena Minifie ● Trish Neufeld 

● Jenny Ng-Turner ● Brittany Nguyen ● Laura O’Grady 

● Stephanie Ouaknine ● Joan Prowse ● Jennifer Pun 

● Judith Pyke ● Fiona Rayher ● Moyra Rodger 

● Nicolette Saina ● Rebecca Singh ● Nicole St. Pierre 

● Kim Temple ● Virginia Thompson ● Heather Walker 

● Marliss Weber ● Melanie Windle ● Theresa Wynnyk 

● Sahar Yousefi ● Emilia Zboralska  

  
For additional information, please visit: 
 
http://www.spark.banffmediafestival.com/ 
  
http://www.banffmediafestival.com/ 
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For more information, please contact: 
Shanaaz Berment 
BANFF World Media Festival 
416 408 2300 x279 
sberment@brunico.com 
  
About the Banff World Media Festival 
 
The Banff World Media Festival is one of the world's most important gatherings of 
entertainment industry executives and creators, dedicated to content development, production, 
broadcast and distribution within TV and digital media. BANFF provides a platform for the 
evolving media industry to develop its creative and business objectives. It serves as a leading 
destination for coproduction and co-venture partners and is an unparalleled marketplace for 
over 1500 international decision-makers to connect with new partners, learn from industry 
leaders and execute new business deals. The 41st annual BANFF World Media Festival will 
take place June 14-17, 2020 at the Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel in Banff, Alberta, Canada. 
 
About BANFF Spark 
 
Supported by Western Economic Diversification Canada and the Banff World Media Festival, 
BANFF Spark offers training, mentorship, and market access to women entrepreneurs in the 
screen and media industries. The program has a strong mandate to champion diversity at its 
core and is designed to advance gender equality across the media sector, bolstering the 
economic success of all women, including women of colour, Indigenous women, women with 
disabilities, LGBTQ2+ women, and non-binary individuals. It is open to applicants from Ontario, 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia who are ready to grow or launch their 
own businesses in the screen-based industries. 
  
About the Government of Canada’s Women’s Entrepreneurship Strategy 
  
The Government of Canada is committed to advancing gender equality, women's economic 
empowerment and supporting women entrepreneurs through the Women Entrepreneurship 
Strategy (WES), a $2-billion investment that seeks to double the number of women-owned 
businesses by 2025. 
  
For more information on the Women’s Entrepreneurship Strategy, visit:  
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/107.nsf/eng/home 
 
 


